[Metastasizing epitheliotropic T-cell lymphoma (Mycosis fungoides) in two guinea pigs (Cavia porcellus)].
Two guinea pigs (Cavia porcellus) were presented with a clinical history of a chronic, unresponsive skin disorder with scaling, itching and alopecia. After clinical differential diagnoses (e. g. ectoparasitosis, dermatomycosis, endocrinopathy or allergy) had been ruled out, a skin biopsy revealed an epitheliotropic lymphoma (Mycosis fungoides). The pathohistological examination of the skin showed focal intraepidermal accumulations of tumorous lymphocytes also known as pautrier microabscesses. A full necropsy displayed also metastases in lymph nodes, and additionally tumor cells within skeletal muscle, heart, lung, liver and kidney in one animal. Immunohistochemically, neoplastic cells were characterized by an expression of the T-cell receptor CD3. Generally epitheliotropic T-cell lymphomas are rare neoplasms of unknown cause and reports in guinea pigs are scarce. The most frequent neoplasms of the skin in this species are lipomas and trichofolliculomas. Initially a neoplasm was not suspected in both cases presented here. An epitheliotropic T-cell lymphoma should be considered as differential diagnosis in any case of unresponsive or recurrent scaling, itching and erythematous skin changes with alopecia, especially if the skin disorder is accompanied by weight loss and a poor general condition. In such cases the epitheliotropic T-cell lymphoma is easily diagnosed by using cutaneous biopsy samples. With those cutaneous biopsy samples the definitive diagnosis of an epitheliotropic lymphomas was made in both cases.